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Identification and Transformation of the Concepts of Metropolitan Area, Metropolis Area, and  Urban Agglomeration/
Ma Xiangming, Chen Yang, Chen Changyong, Xiong Lifang

[Abstract] This article reviews the background and purpose of the concepts of metropolitan area, metropolis area, and megalopolis
proposed by scholars from different countries. The analysis of the fluctuations of related concepts in their sinicization shows the
widespread of the concept of urban agglomeration is related to the establishment of a new city management system in China.
But the concept of metropolitan area is emerging again since the governance of urban region on traditional spatial scales has
been challenged due to increasing influence of core metropolises, the "big city disease" and urban spatial integration. Meanwhile,
the development of urban areas will also undergo new changes in industrial development logic, transportation organization, and
governance models.
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Metropolitan Area Governance and Future Reform in China/Long Maogian, Li Wan, Hu Ming, Ouyang Peng,
Lu Qinggiang

[Abstract] Metropolitan area governance has been practiced in different regions in China since 1990s. As modern metropolitan
area cultivation becomes a national policy, it has become a crucial unit in national urbanization, regional development, and rural
revitalization. The innovation of metropolitan area governance is an important issue in the new era. The paper reviews the major
approaches and problems of metropolitan governance in China, learns from typical global experience, discusses the new logic and
orientation of metropolitan area governance, argues that metropolitan area governance shall follow the principles of “consultation
based on equality”, “integration” and “mutual benefit’, and establish a comprehensive coordination mechanism with new concepts.
With urban integration as the development vision, the nation will promote relevant legislation and statistical mechanism reform, and
pushes comprehensive experiment site development.

[Keywords] Metropolitan area governance, Urban integration, Coordination mechanism, Governance reform
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