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Decoding Rurality in China: Historicalization, Conceptualization and Planning Policy Analysis of Urban-Rural
Boundary/ZHANG Tianyao, ZHOU Zihang, JIAO Wenwen, MA Yiguan

[Abstractl With an analysis of the intersected urban-rural landscape in the context of rural revitalization, the definition of urban-
rural boundary and the essence of rurality are drawn in for reflection, which are summarized as twofold enquiry: Where is the
urban-rural boundary? What kind of countryside do we desire? With a review of the evolution of China's countryside, it is believed
that household registration, taxing, governance, and land are the four key factors in the shaping of urban-rural boundary. With
an analysis of rural development system and policy in modern times, the effects of urban-rural boundary are studied introducing
the concept of "rurality" in western lexicon. Based on a dialogue between history and theory, China's urban-rural boundary policy
analysis is carried out from the four dimensions of household registration, taxing, governance, and land. The functioning of the four
factors in the manifestation of rural essence and the preservation of rural authenticity is also elucidated. The effects of urban-rural
boundary in rural planning provide a reference for the evolution of China's rurality.

[Keywordsl urban-rural boundary; rurality; rural revitalization; governance-household registration regime; land-tax regime
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