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The Focus and Path of Research on the Construction of Intemational Child-friendly Cities/JI Qianyun, LI Jingwei,

ZHOU Mengru, ZHANG Ruoxi

[Abstractl Utilizing the Web of Science (WOS) and China National Knowledge Infrastructure (CNKI) as databases, the journal
literatures related to child-friendly cities from 1996 to 2022 are selected for a comprehensive review. The research reveals that
international studies have undergone three stages, forming a research landscape globally led by developed countries, with diverse
themes across nations and a predominant focus on community action. Qualitative research has played a leading role, expanding
diverse methods of children's participation. The research predominantly concentrates on three critical issues: defining child-friendly
cities, the governance system for the construction of child-friendly cities, and the correlation analysis between children and the
physical environment. Overall, it has formed a triple research pathway of top-down, bottom-up, and a combination of both. Finally,
based on the current research status in China and the reference of international experience, it is recommended to build a multi-level
coordinated governance platform that combines horizontal and vertical approaches in the existing research path in China.
[Keywordsl child-friendly city; international research hotspots; review; research path
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