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From Incremental Development to Built Environment Renewal: Evolution and Challenge of Floor Area Ratio Control
in China/Qu Bing

[Abstract Floor area ratio (FAR) is a key indicator in urban design, spatial governance, and urban management. The definition,
character, and method of FAR has been studied since 1990s with rich academic results. With a literature review of FAR control
methods over the past three decades, the paper concludes the major groups and trends, three major stages, and technological
evolution of FAR research, points out FAR research has come to a threshold due to disintegration between academic research and
practical control needs. Finally, it puts forwards the prospects of FAR research in potential calculation, displacement mechanism,
and space assets evaluation.
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