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Spatial Pattemns of Metropolitan Areas in the Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macao Greater Bay Area from City-

region Viewpoint/Li Zhifeng, Yao Danyan, Huang Yongxian, Liu Jiali

[Abstractl Metropolitan area has become an important spatial unit in China’s urbanization, and its spatial structure and organization
is important to the planning practice and policy formulation. The paper compares several global metropolitan areas, reviews the
evolution of metropolitan areas within the Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macao Greater Bay Area, studies the spatial agglomeration
structure of large, middle, and small cities based on transient population network, and measures the spatial structure of metropolitan
areas in the Pearl River Delta region. It concludes that Guangzhou metropolitan area is a “scale up” structure with a strong core
expanding vertically; Shenzhen metropolitan area is a “scale out” structure with a multi-center structure expanding horizontally.
Zhuhai-Zhongshan-Jiangmen metropolitan area is a ring structure with multiple centers in formation. The three spatial structures area
further analyzed and correspondent planning strategies are proposed.

[Keywords] The Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macao Greater Bay Area, City-region, Spatial pattern
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