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Characteristics of Population Change and Planning Response in Central China Based on the 6th and 7th National
Population Census Data/Zhan Sisi, Chen Sijia, Hu Binyue, Feng Chuyun, Sun Hao

[Abstractl The paper makes an analysis of population change rules in five central China provinces during 2010 and 2020 based
on the 6th and 7th national population census data. The results show that less than 6 cities’ population in the region (except Henan
province) have grown in the past decade, population agglomeration towards provincial capitals and their metropolitan areas is
distinctive under strengthening provincial capital strategy, the disparity between provincial capitals and secondary cities is widening,
and most cities’ population is experiencing negative growth. The paper proposes the 7th national population census shall play a
fundamental role in the compilation of territorial space planning; the study on the compatibility of population, economy, land use,
and resource shall be strengthened; recognizing the types of shrinking cities and making spatial strategies based on the reasons
of negative growth; a disparate guidance for provincial capital, secondary cities, and prefecture cities shall be formulated based on
their population agglomeration, driving forces, and spatial pattern.

[Key wordsl The 6th national population census, The 7th national population census, Population change in five central China
provinces, Shrinking cities, Territorial space planning
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