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Planning Rationality in Planned Economy: Thought, Method and Space/Zhang Yang, He Yi

[Ahstraetl In the narrow sense, planning rationality refers to the research method of designing spatial form and constructing decision-
making system with mathematical relations and programming system. From a broad perspective, planning rationality reflects planning
activities under a specific background of The Times, as well as the rationality of value logic, ideology and action reflected by these
actions. Planning rationality needs to be further explained since it was "misread" and "ignored" in the planned economy period
(1949-1978). Based on the three rational bases of planned economy: distribution thought, centralization system and development
direction, this paper systematically reviews the whole process of urban planning, design and construction in this period. With a review
of representative policy documents, seminars and exchanges, planning achievements and laws and regulations, the rationality and
value of planning in this period are extracted from the ideological, methodological and spatial dimensions. Through the analysis of
the planning rationality in this period, the value form and the continuity relationship are clarified successively from the level of "idea-
method-space”, which further improves the study on the history of urban planning since the founding of the People's Republic of
China, and also provides some thoughts for the discussion on the legacy of planned economy.

[Keyworts] Planned economy, Urban planning, Planning rationality, Ideological consciousness, Design method, Space form
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