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Spatialization of State Power: An Interpretation of the Evolution of Informal Living Space in Urban China from the
Perspective of Institutional Change/Ye Dan, Chen Shurong

[Abstractl Nowadays, the urban development is transforming from incremental development to the high-quality development, during
which the phenomenon of informal living space and its governance dilemma need to be addressed. This paper aims to analyze the
formation rule of informal living space in historical urban China to provide reference for present governance of informal living space. To
achieve this, this paper builds a “power-institution-space” analytical framework based on Michel Foucault’s theory of rights. It explains
the spatial-temporal evolution of informal living space in historical urban China to conclude their formation mechanism. It is concluded
that the informal living space varies at different periods, however, shows similar development regularity which is that the informal living
space in historical urban China is the result of state power upon space through institutional change, showing the value orientation of
state power.

[Key words] Informal living space, Power space, Institutional change
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